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REM ARKS/ARGU M ENTS 

Claims 24, 25, and 28 are pending. Applicants gratefully acknowicd.iic iho 
withdrawal of all priur rejections. Ail claims ai-e now rejected as being either anucipated b> 
U.S. Patent No, 5,267,863 to Parker or obvious over the combination of Parker and U.S. Patent 
No. 5,645«420 io Bcigc-scii, Such rejections aiv •c^pcctfully traversed. 

Claim 24, the only indcpcndont c'aim i.'majnjn*];, rcddt. as follows, 

"24. A removable elmti< posn'mnm^i appliance comprising; 

a shell having a hollow cavity shaped io rercnc /''>^ 'Hon trrih fiont 

a first orientation (o a successive oncnuiiion, the s/id! ,/ j <.' asi oiu 
pi oiriision disposed along an edge of the hollow cavif} , ti hirh pi on hmou ( ontaas 
at lousr one nraved tooth to aMSist in holding the appliance m position. wMreitf 
the at least one protrusion comprises u cotninuous protrusion disposed along 
said edge which is configured to contact one or more teeth along the gingival 
margin and interdental areas. " 

As is wcil known to the Examiner, anticipation requires tliat each and every claim 
limitation be met by a single cited docnment. In the present case, the i'arker '862 patent fails to 
aiiticipatc independent claiin 24 in at least two respects. First, there is no teaching in Parker that 
ihe p)0|c>^f!0!5 <>ii he SorniCi.1 .i.s "continuou-^ TMO(n.si^~>n dispo-^O' .i >!i ;' ; cti.-'e ol nciikm 
ca%'ity. Indeed, the nature of protrusions 60 and 63 is nowhere set forth ni the Parker '!^63 pdient. 

Second, the projection 60 in the Parker '862 patent clearly engages the toolh well 
away from the gingival margin and interdental areas. As can be seen by comparing Fig. 1 0 in 
Parker '863 with Fig. 15B in Ihe present application, the point of engagement of Parker is spaced 
wcW awa}' from the guignai maryin and mtcrdcntal area. It is noted thai the gingival margin is 
identified with reference number 79 m Fig, 15B. 

The E.Kaminer asserts that "It is the grooves in the cast that are used lo make tiK' 
protrusions, the grooves being the length at least two posterior teeth." Applicants rcspecifully 
di.sagree with such assertion. 

1 iie Fxafnincr is prcsuniabK i ;lyi,iu, or the disclosure m Co\. 7 from line 6 
ihro jgh line ! 5, w iiich refers lo Fig. 5. There, it is shown that a tool may be used lo cut a groove 
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46 in lliecasiiiig which is latct tiscd to mold Iho denial appliance. Contrary to the Examiner's 
assertion, there appear to be at most iwo grooves in molars which arc spaced apai't with the niolar 
having no groove ciu {herein. Morco\er, it is by no means clear Irom the specification that it is 
these grooves which Ibmi the projection 1 6 which is later described, Assimitng, for the sake of 
argument only, that the grooves 46 arc indeed used lo mold the projection 60 as shown in 
Fig. 1 0, there is still no teaching of a eontinuous protrusion disposed ;iIong the edge oj^the 
hoUow cavity. Moreover, the positioning of the grooves in Fig. 5 further ilUistrates why any 
iL'.jhni'^ ptoj. etion would be spaced well away fromthe gingiva} margin as the groove is being 
formed hai i\\ a> up the tooth surface. 



For these reasons. Applicants believe that independent claim 24, as well as claims 



25 and 28 dependent thereon, are clearly distinguishable over the Scachings of Parker '862, even 
when combined \%ilh Bergerscn '420, Thus, it is respectfully requested that th.o claims be 
allowed and that the case be passed to issne at an cyrly date. 



li'ior any reason the Exatuiner believes that a telephone conference would in any 



way expedite prosecution of the subject appliGation, the Exarriirierls invited to telephone the 
undersigned at 650-326-2400. / \ 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Enibarcadero Center. Eighth Floor 

Sun Franci-sco, Caiifomia 941 1 1-3834 

Tel; 650-326-2400 

Fax: 415-576-0300 
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